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In 2009, Dr Danielle Tyson (Monash Criminology), Professor 

Thea Brown and Paula Fernandez Arias (Monash Social Work) 

received cross-Faculty funding from Monash University to 

commence a study of filicides covering all child victims (0-18) 

who were killed by a parent or equivalent (mother, father, step-

parent, or grandparent). Data was extracted from the cases files 

of the Coroner’s Court in the state of Victoria (Australia) for the 

period 2000 to 2009. The aim of the research was to examine all 

cases of filicide in Victoria, in order to identify perpetrator 

characteristics and what factors were associated with the deaths, 

including parental separation, mental illness, domestic violence, 

gender and child abuse, and substance abuse. The study also 

sought to investigate the perpetrator’s help-seeking behaviour 

prior to the offence and the nature of the interaction and out-

come of service contact. The findings have been published by 

the research team who were guest editors of a themed issue on 

Filicide in the international journal Child Abuse Review (http://

onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/car.v23.2/issuetoc). In 

sum, the study found that while separation was a factor in many 

cases, more cases showed evidence of mental illness. Addition-

ally, most perpetrators had some form of contact with commu-

nity services, yet filicide still occurred. This gives rise to ques-

tions of how such services may be improved to facilitate better 

support and outcomes for families at risk. 
 

These questions were the key focus of the 2015 Addressing 

Filicide Conference held at the Monash Prato Centre in Tusca-

ny, Italy, on 3-4 June 2015. The conference was attended by 

domestic and international delegates from 12 countries. The 

entirely appropriate and important theme of this year’s confer-

ence was Moving to Prevention. 
 

The conference showcased an array of empirical and inspiring 

research. Sessions ranged from a focus on large-scale, longitu-

dinal studies of incidence of filicides for a given period in coun-

tries such as Japan, Europe and Australia; critical perspectives 

on classification systems, risk factors and explanations for dif-

ferent types of filicide; through to theoretical, design and meth-

odological issues to exploring the challenges of and different 

approaches to early intervention and prevention. There was a 

mix of four keynotes, plenary sessions, individual and co-

authored papers, workshops, and importantly, many opportuni-

ties to meet and network with leading international scholars, 

lawyers, social workers, HDR students, medical professionals, 

counsellors and practitioners in the medieval surrounds of Pra-

to. 

Research Snapshot: Addressing Filicide—Moving Towards Prevention 

The first keynote was given by Professor Rebecca Dobash and Pro-

fessor Russell Dobash (University of Manchester, UK) who focused 

on the contexts and circumstances in which men murder children 

using evidence from the Murder in Britain Study.  Dr Adam Tomison 

presented the second keynote paper examining current patterns and 

characteristics of child homicide in Australia with a focus on the na-

ture and extent of familicides, infanticides and homicides involving 

other adolescents. The third keynote was given by Professor Colin 

Pritchard (University of Bournemouth, UK) who called for a refor-

mulation of policy and practice that didn't ignore structural poverty 

and its impact on child health and development.  

The final keynote was presented by Associate Professor Myrna Daw-

son (University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada) who considered the use 

of the public health framework to understand the prevention potential 

of death reviews and recommendations.   
 

In late 2014, the research team partnered with ANZSOC member, Dr 

Adam Tomison, to undertake the second stage of the research: Fili-

cide in Australia, 2000-2012: A National Report funded by a Crimi-

nology Research Council Grant. The objectives are to: identify the 

national, and state by state, incidence of filicide deaths of two groups 

of children (young children 0-17) and adult children (17+), who have 

been killed by a parent or parent equivalent, such as a step-parent or 

grandparent; determine trends regarding the incidence of types of 

filicide events, of the victims, perpetrators and their families, and the 

factors associated with the victims, perpetrators and the deaths; and 

identify areas for policy and program development. 

The study will use data from the National Homicide Monitoring Data 

Base (NHMP) supplemented by data from the Monash Filicide Re-

search Project and, where necessary, the National Coronial Infor-

mation Service (NCIS) state Coroner’s Office and Police files.  
 

The third Addressing Filicide conference will be held at the Monash 

Prato Centre, Tuscany, Italy, on 14-15 June 2017, and we hope that 

newcomers, along with many of the participants from the 2015 and 

2013 conferences, join us to share new findings, and continue the 

conversations about what kinds of interventions might make a differ-

ence in helping to identify those families most at risk and prevent 

these tragic deaths. 
 

More information on the Monash Filicide Research Project is availa-

ble at: http://profiles.arts.monash.edu.au/danielle-tyson/filicide-in-the

-context-of-separation/   
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